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INFO OCT-OI ARA-14 ISO-00 SCA-OI L-03 SSO-00 /0I9 W 

037805 22I60IZ/43 

0 221537Z JUL 77 

FM AMEMBASSY BOGOTA 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 2728 

UNCLAS BOGOTA 6764 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: CARR 

SUBJECT: LEGAL REPRESENTATION AVAILABLE TO AMERICANS 
ARRESTED ABROAD. 

REE: STATE 147704 

1. ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS POSED REFTEL ARE: 

(A) PUBLIC DEFENDERS, APPOINTED AND FUNDED BY THE GOC ARE 
AVAILABLE TO ALL PERSONS UNDERGOING TRIAL IN THE BOGOTA 
DISTRICT. 

(B) SUCH REPRESENTATION IS READILY AVAIABLE UMPON REQUEST. 

THE JUDGE UNDERTAKING THE PRELIMINARY INTERROGATION EOLLOWING 
THE ARRES WILL, IF ASKED, SELECT A LAWYER'S NAME FROM A LIST 
PREPARED ESPECIALLY FOR THIS PURPOSE. 

(C) THIS POST HAS HAD ONLY ONE CASE OF AMCIT DEFENDED BY A COURT 
APPOINTED LAWYER. COURT APPOINTED LAWYERS USUALLY ARE NEW IN 
THE PROFESSION. SINCE JUDGES ’TRY" CASE BY RECEIVING, RE- 
VIEWING AND RULING ON WRITTEN SUBMISSIONS AND MOTIONS PREPARED 
BY THE PROSECUTION AND DEEENSE ATTORNEYS IT IS DIFFICULT TO 
ESTABLISH ANY POSSIBLE NEGLECT OF DUTY. 

2. AN IMPORTANT FACTOR IN DRUG RELATED CASES IS 

REELS AL OE BEST LAWYERS TO TAKE SUCH CASES. CONSEQUENTLY, 

WE BELIEVE PERFORMANCE OF PRIVATELY HIRED LAWYERS AND PUBLIC 
DEFENDERS IN DRUG CASES IS LIKELY TO BE GENERALLY THE SAME. 

IN NON-DRUG JELATED CASES, THE ABILITY OE AVAILABLE PRIVATELY 
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HIRED LAWYERS IS SUPERIOR TO THAT OF PUBLIC DEFENDERS. 
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